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FROM THE TOP OF THE HILL 


Thanks to all who helped with Field Day. It was a 
good turn out and some new folks got to get in 
some operating time on the HF bands. 


All the equipment worked as advertised, but our 
batteries are getting old and need replacing. 


There was some talk about getting a new trailer 
and outfitting it with new antenna 

hardware. Sounds like a neat weekend club 
project. 


More thanks to those who helped out with the 
fourth of July parade. | understand all went well. 
| wish | could have joined you. There are more 
events coming up throughout the year, so keep 
those battereies charged. 


The next meeting will be held in Dean Knight’s 
classroom, where he will demonstrate his clever 
radio astronomy station. Time is the same and 
directions will follow. 


73, Jim K6UUW 


NEXT MEETING 
Wed, July 17, 2019, 7:30pm 
SONOMA VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL* 
Topic: Radio Astronomy 
Presenter: Dean KI6FFM 


July 2019 


Minutes of the June Meeting 


K6UUW (Jim), KG6QNT (Eileen), KEZMF (Jack), 
W1EJ (Ed), N6TVN (Carl), KA2QQ0 (Delclan), 
NJ6E (Stan), KM6ZUC (Bruce), KF6FZM (Dick), 
W8EWL (John), WB6BOR (Darrel), WB6TMH 
(Mike), KJEZMV (Wendy), KC6HIN (Andrew), 
N7PIB (San), KM6SJR (Elizabeth), K6YD (Kevin), 
KA5SWSS (Robert) attending 


MINUTES 
Meeting called to order at 7:30 PM. 
PRESIDENT 


No Point Reyes operation (N6P) this year due to 
construction work at the site. Darrel suggests 
Point Arena as a backup. He will check 
availability. 


Christmas Party prize changes discussed. HRO or 
other Amateur Radio gift cards suggested in lieu 
of physical prizes. More discussions to follow. 


Club lending library discussed. Another effort at 
getting books in the local library will be 
investigated by Stan. Darrel suggests donating 
to middle and high school libraries and will check 
whether the ARRL still offers lending library 
packages. 


Met with Sonoma Chief of Police and 
cooperation between the department and 
VOMARC is now possible. An effort will be made 


to provide communications support at the 4th of 
July parade. 


VICE PRESIDENT 


Asked for volunteers to provide communications 
for the At The Crossroads event on Mount Tam 
on Sunday, June 23. Unfortunately, this year's 
event takes place during Field Day, so trying to 
spread the word. 


TREASURER 
The club balance is $4,294.12 with one new 


member joining this evening. 
NEW BUSINESS 


Ed proposed weekly signups for the VOMARC 
net control operator position rather than doing 
so on a weekly basis. The club voted in favor 
and a signup sheet will appear at the next 
meeting. 


MYSTERY BOX 

Mike (WB6TMH) was the lucky recipient. 
PROGRAM 

Field Day Planning 

—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


Pay Attention To Your Tools 


Sometimes it's easy to dismiss a hint and write 
off the nudge as something other than it 
appears. Recently | fired up the rig at home 
work a station on FT8 and my automatic 
antenna tuner made a racket as it tried to tune 
my end fed long wire antenna. This was 
unexpected because the tuner has memories 
and typically doesn't have to do much of 
anything when transmitting on frequencies it 
had already figured out. That should have been 
the case here since the FT8 frequencies are the 
most commonly used on my radio. 


| reasoned that perhaps the tuner had lost its 
memory and thus had to retune things to make 


it right. After all, it did eventually tune things up 
and | made the contact | intended to make and a 
couple of others. One was even on 40M, the 
lowest band the antenna supports. 


Fast forward days later when Penny and | are in 
the backyard and | notice a wire hanging from 
our backyard fence. My wire had been cut - in 
half. Angry neighbors were not the 

culprit. Some vines on the fence had been 
trimmed by our landscapers and they must have 
cut the wire when they were trimming. 


Now | need to splice up the wire, seal it well with 
electrical tape and get back on the air. 


The moral of the story is always pay attention to 
what your tools are telling you. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


Misc. 


DMIR Is Easy! | neglected to put contact 
info for Randy (AA6RH), who presented on DMR 
at the May 2019 meeting, in the last 

newsletter. He can be reached at 
aa6rh@socorad.io. He offered to help DMR 
newcomers to program their DMR radios. You 
can also see his presentation slides 


here: http://sonomacountyradioamateurs.com/ 


wp/irlp/dmr-info/dmr-is-eas 


club and club members. Three are pictured 
here. Two of them, published in 1937, are 


authored by Frank Jones (W6AJF). The callsign 
should sound familiar. Frank was the founder of 
VOMARC and the club now holds his callsign! 


With the latest Field Day log 


uploaded to Logbook of the World, W6AJF 
now stands at 46 states confirmed. Just 4 more 
to earn the Worked All States award. The 
remaining four are the usual suspects Delaware, 
Maine, North Dakota and Rhode Island. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


Over-the-Horizon Radars Continue 
to Plague Amateur Bands 


The International Amateur Radio Union Region 1 
Monitoring System (IARUMS) reports a "new 
kind" of over-the-horizon (OTH) radar on 20 
meters. The intruding signal, appearing to 
emanate from the Far East, was monitored 
during May on 14.140 - 14.150 MHz. Another 
Chinese wideband OTH radar has been showing 
up on 15 meters, with a signal 160 kHz wide. An 
Iranian radar has appeared on 10 meters, 
centered on 28.860 MHz, and is audible in 
Europe during sporadic-E conditions. The signal 
is about 46 kHz wide. The Russian OTH radar 


"Konteyner,' centered on 14.127 MHz, 
continues to be observed, with a 12 kHz wide 
signal. 


The so-called "Foghorn" OTH radar from China, 
first heard in 2017, and other OTH radars were 
spotted on several 20-meter frequencies. The 
Foghorn is a burst radar that has been heard on 
other bands, with the signal often jumping. The 
signal is frequency modulation on pulse (FMOP) 
with 66.66 sweeps-per-second bursts. 


(from ARRL newsletter) 


—Submitted by Jim KEUUW 


Radio Amateur to Lose License as 
Part of Enforcement Case 
Settlement 


New Jersey radio amateur David S. Larsen, Sr., 
WS2L, of Highland Park, will surrender his 
Amateur Extra-class license and pay a $7,500 
civil penalty as part of a Consent Decree with the 
FCC to settle an enforcement action. An FCC 
Enforcement Bureau Order released June 18 said 
Larsen violated the Communications Act of 1934 
and Part 90 rules by operating on frequencies 
licensed to the Borough of Highland Park for 
public safety communication. 


As part of the settlement, Larsen admitted to 
making the unauthorized transmissions, and he 
agreed not to engage in unauthorized use of a 
radio station, and to surrender radios in his 
possession capable of transmitting on the town's 
public safety 
frequencies. If the 
Commission finds 
that Larsen makes 
unauthorized radio 
transmissions or 
otherwise violates 
the terms of the 
Consent Decree, 
he'll be subject to 
an additional 
$32,500 civil penalty. The agreement stipulates 
that Larsen may not apply for a new Amateur 
Radio license for 3 years. 
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(from ARRL newsletter) 
—Submitted by Jim KEUUW 


Field Day 2019 —Photos submitted by Robert KASWSS 


Backseat Operating on Sunday 
} TREE rE FIELD DAY WRAP 
i | | i H a 
This year our score is 2398, with 442 contacts. 
(282 CW and 160 Phone) 


In 2018 we had a score of 2212 with 428 
contacts. 


—Submitted by Dave KD6FIL 


Operating Phone Into The Night 


Dinner Time 


THE VOMARC WIRELESS 
VOLUME 23 EDITION 7 


A publication of VOMARC, the Valley of the Moon Amateur 
Radio Club — W6AJF 


Frank C. Jones — W6AJF 

Honorary President in Perpetuity 

CAST OF CHARACTERS 

Jim Hill KE UUW — President 

Robert Barron KA5WSS — Vice President 
Dave Dammuller, KD6FIL — Secretary 
Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Treasurer 
Mike Miller, WB6TMH — Radio Officer 
Moe Llanes, KI6JNU — ACS Unit Leader 
Sanford Smith, N7PIB — VE Liaison 

Jim Hill Ke JUW — Elmer Coordinator 
Darrel Jones, WD6BOR -— Station Trustee for W6AJF 
Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Editor 

Robert Barron, KASWSS — Webmeister 


“Receipt of the Wireless is one of the most sought after 
benefits of membership in VOMARC. “—S. Marler 


CLUB MEETINGS are held on the third Wednesday of each 
month at the City of Sonoma Police Department EOC 175 1°t St 
West. Meetings start at 19:30 local (7:30 P.M.). 


WEB PAGE: http://www.vomarc.org/ 


Nets are held every Wednesday night at 19:30 (7:30 P.M.) local, 
except meeting nights on the 145.350 repeater, -600 kHz, PL 
88.5 Hz. 


ACS holds a net each Monday evening at 19:30 local on the 
146.205, +600, PL 88.5 Hz repeater. 


PACKET STATION INFO: The VOMARC packet station is off the 
air until further notice. 


CLUB BREAKFASTS are held on the first Saturday of each month 
at Black Bear Restaurant, 201 W Napa St, #34 (Marketplace 
Shopping Center), Sonoma. The fun starts at 08:30 local. 


Comments and submissions of material may be sent to: 
Eileen@vom.com 


Valley of the Moon ARC, Inc. 
C/O Sonoma Police Department 
175 First Street West 

Sonoma, CA 95476 


2019 ACS 2019 VOMARC 
Net Control Assignments Net Control Assignments 


Name Call Name Call 


JANUARY MOE KI6JNU JANUARY SCOTT KJ6QIQ 
FEBRUARY SCOTT KJ6QIQ FEBRUARY JIM K6UUW 
MARCH SCOTT KJ6QIQ MARCH MOE KI6JNU 
APRIL JIM K6UUW APRIL DAVE KD6FIL 
MAY DICK KF6FZM MAY ED W1EJ 
JUNE MOE KI6JNU JUNE FRANK KG6N 
JULY JULY MOE KI6JNU 
AUGUST BILL KJ6EIG AUGUST CARL N6TVN 
SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP 
OCTOBER DICK FK6FZM OCTOBER DICK KF6FZM 
NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH 
DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR 


THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE JULY 17, 2019, 7:30PM 
AT SONOMA VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL 
SEE YOU THERE. 


VOMARC MEMBERSHIP 2019 


Membership Dues: $15/year individual; $5/year family member at same address. 


VOMARC encourages its members to join the ARRL. More information is available at www.arrl.org. 


QST is available to blind and physically handicapped individuals on audio cassette from the Library of 
Congress, National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. Call 1-800-424-8567. 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Address: APT: 
City: State: ZIP: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
VOMARC Membership: Complimentary with Class—Date: 


Membership Moment, From the Database Queen: 


Dues may be mailed to VOMARC in care of the Sonoma Police Department, 175 1: St West, CA 95476, or 
brought to the next meeting. Your check should be made payable to: VOMARC. 
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